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Paper 3: Themes in breadth with aspects in depth
Option 33:  The witch craze in Britain, Europe and North America, 

c1580–c1750
Paper Reference
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Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  
 centre number and candidate number.
•  You must answer three questions.
•  There are three sections in this question paper. Answer the question in  

Section A, one question from Section B and one question from Section C. 
•  Answer the questions in the spaces provided  

– there may be more space than you need.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 60. 
•  The marks for each question are shown in brackets 

– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
• Check your answers if you have time at the end.

You must have:
Sources Booklet (enclosed) 

9HI0/33
Sample assessment materials for first teaching 
September 2015
Time: 2 hours 15 minutes
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SECTION A

Answer Question 1. 

Study the source in the Source Booklet before you answer this question.

1 Assess the value of the source for revealing popular attitudes to witches and the 
approaches of the courts to their prosecution in early seventeenth-century England.

 Explain your answer, using the source, the information given about its origin and your 
own knowledge about the historical context.
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[The live question paper will contain seven more pages of answer lines.]

(Total for Question 1 = 20 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 20 MARKS
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SECTION A

Answer Question 1. 

Study the source in the Source Booklet before you answer this question.

1 Assess the value of the source for revealing popular attitudes to witches and the 
approaches of the courts to their prosecution in early seventeenth-century England.

 Explain your answer, using the source, the information given about its origin and your 
own knowledge about the historical context.
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[The live question paper will contain seven more pages of answer lines.]

(Total for Question 1 = 20 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 20 MARKS
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*S47505A0304* Turn over     

SECTION B

Answer ONE question in Section B. 

EITHER

2 How accurate is it to say that it was the zeal of Mathew Hopkins that accounts for the 
extent of witch persecutions in East Anglia in the years 1645–47? 

(Total for Question 2 = 20 marks) 

OR

3 ‘It was the unusual political conditions operating in Massachusetts in 1692 that 
explain the extraordinary events in Salem.’

 How far do you agree with this explanation of the Salem witch hunt of 1692? 

(Total for Question 3 = 20 marks)

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .
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[The live question paper will contain seven more pages of answer lines.]
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SECTION C

Answer ONE question in Section C. 

EITHER

4 How far can the trial and release of Jane Wenham in 1712 be seen as the key turning 
point in belief in the power of witchcraft in England in the years c1580–c1750?

(Total for Question 4 = 20 marks) 

OR

5 ‘Belief in magic and the supernatural declined steadily as genuine understanding of 
the natural world increased.’ 

 How far do you agree with this statement about changing beliefs and ideas in Britain 
in the years c1580–c1750?

(Total for Question 5 = 20 marks)

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .
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[The live question paper will contain seven more pages of answer lines.]

TOTAL FOR SECTION C = 20 MARKS 
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 60 MARKS

PMT




